the rare hare studio

Art Teacher Opens New Art School and Studio
in Normal Heights

Kids’ Classes Include Emphasis on
Using Recycled Materials

For immediate release: February 18, 2008
Contact: Stephanie Thompson Public Relations, (619) 840-7353

San DiEco N Kids and art have a new place to come together in the
heart of Normal Heights, where Erin Pennell, an experienced art
teacher and art program facilitator, has opened an art studio, bringing
art classes and events and an exciting arts recycling arts program to
the community.

The Rare Hare Studio, located at 3330 Adams Avenue, opened in February 2008
and has been offering art classes for children in K through 8th grade each
weekend, as well as special family events during which the whole family can have
fun with projects like making homemade Valentine® Day cards or creating their
own books from scratch.

The Rare Hare Studio is a calm and beautifully decorated oasis of art and creativity,
where a treasure trove of neatly arrayed materials of all kinds awaits the creative
impulses of students of all ages. StudentsGcompleted artwork graces every wall
and shelf alongside samples of Erin@ photography.

The Rare Hare Studio art classes introduce a wide variety of materials and
techniques. Students are encouraged to explore supplies and tools freely and
participate in guided lessons, discussing basic artistic elements such as line, shape,
color, texture, form, space, and value, and design concepts. Erin also places great
emphasis on patterns and rhythm in art, including patterns in the environment
around us.



A complete schedule of classes with detailed information is posted on the website:
www.rareharestudio.com.

Rare Hair F.A.L.R.

An important and special feature of the Rare Hare Studio is using recycled items in
the creative process whenever possible. Rare Hare F.A.l.R (Fostering Artistic
Ingenuity with Recycling) classes teach students the importance of environmental
awareness by turning normally discarded items that impact San Diego landfills into
functional and creative projects. Students gain an awareness of how their own
ability to express themselves can be interconnected with their community and
impact the larger world around them.

The Rare Hare Studio graciously accepts donations, especially clean recycled items
and other art supplies. A donations list is posted on the website, or call for more
information regarding what items are needed, as well as drop-off or pick-up
availability.

Family and Community Art Classes

Parents can get in on the action at the Rare Hare Studio with both Family Art
Classes and Community Classes. Family Art Classes offer an opportunity for
parents and kids to work together in a creative and fun learning environment and
are often scheduled for preschool age children. Community Classes include school
classroom field trips, home school groups, youth groups (e.g., Girl Scouts), and
other school and recreational groups, all welcome to schedule courses in advance.
Special events, such as birthday parties, are also welcome. Fees for groups are
based on a sliding scale with low cost fees and scholarships available.

Birthday Parties are another special event, where themes can be tailor made to a
child@ interest, including engaging art activities for the party participants. For more

information about Birthday parties, visit www.rareharestudio.com.

About Erin Pennell

Erin Pennell, creator of The Rare Hare Studio, offers more than 15 years of
experience as an art facilitator, teacher, and program supervisor in both public and
private settings. Erin began her career in San Diego Outdoor Education teaching art
during summer programs at Camp Cuyamaca. After being trained in Montessori
methods and studying art, Erin earned a degree in Humanities. She spent five years
supervising and coordinating a K-8 child development program in San Francisco®
Mission District, teaching art and developing curriculum for at-risk public school
children. She then implemented a First Five of California school readiness program
for families in need in Chula Vista.

More recently, Erin has taught art in both public and private schools in San Diego.
She has collaborated with the San Diego Sculpture Show, the Mingei Museum at



Art Walk, Pacific Children® Theater, and the Art Miles Mural Project. She has
worked to bring children@ art into public display, such as work on the recent San
Diego Federal Courthouse Construction Fence where Erin@ students portrayed
their visions of the future. She has also taught children® photography classes and
offers children and family portraiture in the studio by appointment.

As a parent and teacher, Erin strives at all times to provide a safe, nurturing, and
stimulating environment for children of all ages.

For more information please contact Stephanie Thompson, (619) 840-7353, or visit
www.rareharestudio.com.
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