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SAN DIEGO Ñ  CafŽ Sevilla, the pre-eminent purveyor of Spanish cuisine and culture in 
Southern California, proudly celebrates 20 years of continuous success in the heart of San 
DiegoÕs downtown this year. 
 
ÒCafŽ Sevilla was one of the very first businesses to establish itself in the newly 
revitalizing Gaslamp Quarter, and we have continued to grow and find new ways to serve 
our guests through everything that has happened as the neighborhood has changed so 
dramatically,Ó said Sevilla CEO Eric van den Haute. ÒItÕs thanks to our loyal customers 
and our constant innovation that we continue to be one of the most popular spots in the 
Gaslamp. We look forward to twenty more successful years.Ó 
 
In the past two decades, CafŽ Sevilla has expanded to add new locations in Riverside and 
Long Beach. In that time, Sevilla management estimates it has served more than 400,000 
guests at 5,044 dinner shows, and 1.6 million restaurant diners, for a total of more than 2 
million dinner guests served. Those guests have consumed more than 1 million paellas, 
SevillaÕs signature dish. 
 
ÒThe Art of Flamenco,Ó SevillaÕs famous dinner show featuring authentic live Flamenco 
music and dancing, has been a staple at the restaurant since the beginning and is San 
DiegoÕs longest-running dinner theatre production. 
 
In addition, SevillaÕs nightclubs have welcomed more than 2.5 million customers. 
SevillaÕs bartenders and waitstaff have served more than 2 million sangrias Ñ  an average 
of 191 sangrias every day for twenty years! 

 
(more) 

 
 



A Brief History 
CafŽ Sevilla, which started as a small tapas bar, was opened in 1987 by Spanish-born 
owners Rogelio and Janet Huidobro, who would gather with friends longing for the 
traditional and authentic ambiance of Spain. SevillaÕs dedication to creating authentic 
Spanish cuisine and ambiance in every detail has been the driving force behind the 
establishment and still sustains it to this day. The dance club began as an unfinished 
cellar with a single light bulb, and months later the Flamenco Show and Club were 
begun. In 1992, Eric van den Haute was named General Manager (later becoming CEO), 
bringing experience, fresh ideas, and determination to the business. 
 
The Flamenco Show became the heart of a strong entertainment program. Each night of 
the week developed a theme, with Salsa & Merengue, Brazilian Samba, Rock En 
Espa–ol, and Rumba guitarists added to the lineup. Recently an authentic Gypsy Fusion 
Show was added, showcasing the music and dance traditions of the Gypsies of Spain and 
France, a spectacle that cannot be found anywhere else in California.  
 
In the fall 1995, Sevilla took over a closed theater next door, creating a dining room 
painted to evoke a patio under the stars in southern Spain on a romantic spring evening. 
The restaurant offers fine Spanish and Seafood cuisine created by executive chef 
Christian Vignes, and has won many awards. Owner Janet Huidobro personally created 
all the murals and paintings in the dining room.  
 
In 2000, Van den Haute embarked on an ambitious expansion campaign by opening a 
large new Sevilla in historic downtown Riverside. This continued in 2006 with a large, 
beautiful new location on Pine Avenue in Long Beach.  
 

For more information please call (619) 840-7353. 
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